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in its Ealtern Limit, which was then low in the
Horizon, and extended to the bright Star in the
right Shoulder of Orjon, then bearing S W. It was
cxcccdmoly bright, regular, and well-defin’d, and
about the Bréadth of the Rainbow; which it re-
fembled in cvery thing, but its Vaucty of Colours.
It continucd thus for almoft 20’ Minutes, declining
gently Southward, and then gradually feparated and

difappcard. I am,
S IR,

Zour very affectionate Friend and Servant,
W. Cowper.

XXVIL
Extratt of a Letter from the Rev. My, Tay-
lor, Zicar of Portimouth, 0 Mr. Roderick,
concerning an Barthquake felt there, March

1749-50.

Portfinouth, tarch 25. 1750.
ReadMarchzg9. —— F SHALL give you fome Parti-
1 /50
culars with regard to the Earth-
quake, which was felt here on Sundar the 18th
inftant.

The firft Part of the preceding Week was fine
Weather.  Wednefday Nighe it became damp and
cold, and conrtinved fo all Thurfday, with Mifts,
Friday was a fice Day; Saturday damp and cloudy ;
Sunday M ommf7 fine. Juft before 6 in the Evcmncr
we had {ome large Drops of Rain, and a Thunder-

Qoco Cloud
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Cloud pafied to the SE juft as the Earthquake
happened.

The firlt thing perceived was a Shock, like the
fudden Step of a Body in Motion; a kind of jar-
rinz.  This was fucceeded immediately by a gentle
‘Motion, ncarly in the Dire&tion between Eaft and
Weli; which made 3 or 4 {low and dehiberate Vi-
brations. Thofc who fat facing the Eaft or Weft
were moved backward and forward; and thofe who
faced to the Worth or South were moved fideways.
The Whole was attended with a Noife like that of
Thunder at a very great Diftance. It lafted, asljudge
by different Accounts, about 4 or 5 Scconds.

1do not hcar of any Explofion. The Sathes and
Door in my Chamber fhook, as in a Blat of Wind
a little fironger than ordinary. "Several, who were
on the Battlements of the Church, felt it more
violent, and heard the Bell-Frames and Fioor fhake
and crack. Few on the Ground, or in Motion,
were fenfible of it.

It was felt at Hgvant, 7 or 8 Miles to the Eafl,
and at Fitchfield, 7 Miles to the Weft.

It paffed to, or from, the Iffe of Wight, where it
affected the Ground-Floor, as much as the Cham-
bers here. It ran along the Coaft between Eaft and
Weft; but 1 have not heard that it was perccived
at Sea, or went far inland.

I am informed it has been felt at Guernfey and
Ferfeys fo that if it moved horizontally, it muft
be a confiderable Depth under-ground ; the Sound-
ings from hence to thofc Iflands being, in fome
Places, 445 or §o Fathoms: So that I flatter myfclf,
that the fmall Refiance which it can micet with
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at Sca is fo difproportionate to what it muft en-
counter under {o many more Fathoms of Earth,
that a more violent Return will rather open and
difcharge itfelf there, than do us any confiderable
Mifchicef at Land.

XXIX.

Extratt Oj a Letter from Mr. Benj. Cooke
F.R. & 20 Myr. Peter Collinfon, F. R. §.
of a Shock of an Earthquake felt in the Iile
of Wight, March 19. 1749-50.

1jlz of Wight, March 26, 1750.
Read March 29. ESIDES the Shock. which hap-
1750 pen’d here about 6 in the Evening
on the 18th Inttant, as has been mention’d in the
public Prints from many neighbouring Places, there
was anofncx, which was felt by fomu betwixt 32
and 4 o Clock next Morning: Bat whether this
latter was as extenfive as the formcr I cannot yet
learn,
in the Evening Shock, a Gentleman of my Ac-
quaintance was fitting alope in his Parlour by the
Firc with the Doors thut ; the Spaniel-Dog, which
fay as it were aflcep betore him, was fo terrificd at
the unufual Motion, that he ran round the Room
in the greateft Fright and Confuiion, as cndeavout-
ing to find a Way of Elcape.
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